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SOMETIMES, I THINK: HOW BITTER MUST BE THE LAUGHTER 
OF THE GODS. I WALK THE STREETS OF ROME AND ROMANS 


‘THEY HAIL МЕ, THEY DO МЕ HOMAGE. SOLDIERS AND 
CITIZENS ALIKE, YET IT IS BECAUSE OF THEIR HOMAGE, 
THEIR GRATITUDE...THAT 
WHERE I LED. Т 
МЕН NOW, 
SEE. YES, 


I GRUB FOR FOOD AMID THE 
RUBBISH IN ROME'S NOISOME ALLE YWA\ 
ROME GLORIFIED МЕ, У 
._ AND ETE HATE НОМЕР DESPISE 











DINE ON LEAVINGS. 77 MARCUS HOSTUS...IDOI 
THE ROMAN LEGIONS. АМО SOMETIMES. . . 1 WEEP 
I WEEP FOR THE LONG А60... FOR THAT OTHER 
MARCUS HOSTUS...FOR THE TIME WHEN I WALKED 


1 OF 
І WALI 
UPON TWO GOOD LEGS AND KNEW THE JOY OF BATTLE... 








Т WEEP FOR THAT DAY LONG AGO WHEN THE BARBARIANS MY LEGION WAS THE VALERIA VICTRIX., ¿AND WE SLEW 
GATHERED TO THE NORTH.. 410. THREATEN МЕ. 1 


THE REBELLIOUS SLAVES IN DROVES, ALONG THE VIA 
THE SLAVES, WHOM ROME H N FROM EVERY Conver 


М APPINILL! WE HERDED THEM, LIKE CATTLE, PAST THE 
OF MOTHER EARTH, ROSE UP БАГАТ THEIR MASTERS. ш ‘OF ROME'S GREAT МЕМ... 





WE DROVE THEM. AND THEN IT WAS (WHOEVER YOU ARE... STAND E А SOLDIERS 1 АМ MARCUS 
DUSK AND THE FIGHTING WAS DONE. BACK...OR 


fad SCRIBONIOUS, HOSTUS...OF THE 
BUT A SOLDIER IS STILL A MAN 
BENEATH HIS ARMOR. І WAS HUNGRY. 





AND YOU ARE WELCOMES SOME THOUSANDS OF BUT OTHERS STILL ROVE \ WE AWOW/ ONLY NOW, MY 
WELCOME? ЖЕ THOUGHT: OD i Doge WILE LAGE IN PACKS... LIKE WOLVES \GRANDSON АМО І WERE / 
L SLAVES THEY HAVE B WO MORE? THEY HAVE | SEEKING PREY’ YOU АМО )ABOUT TO FLEE TO ROME! 
LAINE ZONLY BEEN CAPTURED OR THE BOY ШЕТ REMAIN 
WUIRAGLE SPARED US SO РА 








т BEGAN THEN! AH,YE BITTER GODS! IT WAS THEN Т HAD SOUGHT FOOD, BUT ғ рЕЕОВӨОТТЕН-МҮ. HUNGER... 
THAT YOU TOUCHED MY HEART WITH GREED. аа FOR А GREATER HUNGER „THE OLD MAN 
Ae LIQUID FIRE +» <THE JEWELS. «ТНЕ PRECIOUS «АМО MAY I ЗЕ FORGIVE 3 


BEAD U een CAN 





JUST IN 7/МЕ/ МЕ 
THOUGHT YOU 22427) Т HAVE 
Тоо MUCH 


FOR WHICH 
TO LIVE 


THE SLAVES ARE 
GATHERING AGAIN. WE 
+e. \MARCH IN AN HOUR < 
MARCUS! YOU RETURN) DEAD, ( 7 
25407/ [2 2 


ұза ыл 


WE MARCHED, 1 STOOD BENEATH THE EAGLES, LATER. 
AND I SAW THE SLAVES COME AT US. AND IT WAS NOT АЗ 


IT HAD BEEN... aS جڪ‎ 


THEY TOLD ME LATER THAT I FOUGHT LIKE A DEMON, 
BUT I REMEMBER NOTHING OF THAT. I ONLY KNOW 
THAT I WANTED TO LVE...TO LIVE... 





ONE DAY THE UPRISINGS WERE NO MORE; WE WERE THE LEGION GAVE ME THE RED PLUME OF THE CENTURION 
vicTorious / AND, BY THEN, Т WAS A LIVING LEGEND... АМО I MARCHED TO MEET THE BARBARIANS. AND IF MY 
HEART WAS WATER WHEN Т FIRST LOOKED UPON THEM, 
WELL DONE, MARCUS HOSTUS! THE LEGION IS NONE BUT T KNEW... 

PROUD OF YOU! WHEN WE MARCH TO FIGHT THE 

BARBARIANS, YOU WILL LEAD YOUR OWN CENTURY? 

AND YOUR CENTURY WILL BE IN THE FOREFRONT... | 











ASAN EXAMPLE ТО ALL LEGIONAIRES! MARCUS 
WOSTUS, CENTURION... YOUR HELMET... 





а s= sss 
UGHT! BY THE GREAT GOD JUPITER, I FOUGHT! Т FOUGHT FOR TREASURES FOR MY TRE; 





BESIDE THE МА APPINILLA! T FOUGHT TO LIVE TC 


(9 
DAY AND OTHER DAYS! BUT WOT FOR ROME! 
FOR MY TREASURE... 





AND т 0/0 LIVE! BUT IT WOULD HAVE BEEN BETTER 
THEY 


IF ID 0/Е07 І WAS BADLY WOUNDED WHEN 
FOUND ME AFTER THE LAST BATTLE... 


WHAT. THE GOTHS HAD BEGUN, THE SURGEONS FINISHED. 
THEN THEY TOOK ME HOME... TO ROME. AND ONE DAY, 
THERE WAS A VISITOR TO SEE ME 





IT 15 THE CENTURION, 
MARCUS HOSTUS! HE 


STILL BREATHES 7. 





BUT ROME AEMEMBERS HER OWN! Т. HAVE 
WRITTEN TO THE EMPEROR! FROM THIS DAY 
ОМ, YOU WILL ВЕ PAID F/FTY 6040 DINARIL 
EACH YEAR, THAT YOU MAY NEVER KNOW WANT, 









I LAUGHED INSIDE... AND 1 WAITED. MY 
I TOOK ONLY A CRUTCH WITH ME WHEN 


PRECIOUS STONES... 


А PITY. A МАМ LIKE MARCUS 
WILL FIND LIFE BITTER. 
IF НЕ RECOVERS! 1 HAVE 
SEEN SUCH WOUNDS 
BEFORE? 





HURTS HEALED. 
I LEFT. SOON L 
WOULD HAVE ANOTHER CRUTCH...OF GOLD...INSET WITH 





YOU...YOU ARE 
THE GENERAL? 
YOU... ARE 
BELISARIUS.. 

HIMSELF. 


YES! BUT DO NOT RISE, CENTURION! 
IT IS Г WHO SHOULD SHOW You 
HONOR! YOU HAVE GIVEN MUCH 

TO ROME! Б 


Fiety GOLD DINARIIf INSIDE, І LAUGHED! FIFTY GOLD DINARII f 
WHAT NEED HAD I OF THEIR PIDDLING TOKEN OF APPRECIATION(? 
I WAS RICH! BUT I PLAYED MY PART... 


AM GRATEFUL! ВОТ, МОУ А 
SOLDIER OF ROME FIGHTS FOR ROME, 
NOT FOR 6040” т CANNOT ACCEP: 

І АМ CONTENT... AS I 4/7 





IT, THEN! MY HAND, 

CENTURION! TAKE / 

AND THE GRATITUDE OF 
ALL YOUR FELLOW ROMANS! 


YOU W/SH IT SO? SO BE 





WE CAME FROM THE 

EMPEROR JUSTINIANS д, 

WE COME FOR YOU" SOME ERROR? YOU DO NOT SEEK 

MES Т АМ MARCUS HOSTUS... 
ONLY A SOLD/ER... 


NOT... ONLY А SOLDIERTHERE WERE н! ОК ME Ii ILDED L. м 
CENTURION! FOR TODAY) PET/T/ONS! Тиеу рса МЕ FROM THE city, AND 
ALL ALONG THE WAY, ROME CHEERED... 


ED it! THEY HEARD | Ж | 
HOW YOU REFUSED Г | 
YOUR PEWS/ON? ч Š 


FEW MEN HAVE SERVED ROME AS 
YOU HAVE, CENTURION. IT 15 ALMOST 
AS IF YOU WERE AORN TO SERVE HER... 
NOT ONLY ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE, 
BUT WERE... AS WELL... 


HEY CARRIED ME ALONG THE VIA 
PPINILLA, WHERE THE IMAGES ОР 
\МЕ'5 GREAT MEN STAND .AND THEN 
JEFORE A HUGE STATUE 


DOES THE HONOR 
OVERWHELM YOU, 
CENTURION? BUT IT 
15 МО MORE THAN YOU 
DESERVES 


Он, YE SCHEMING FATES WHO MOCK THE GREEDS OF MEN. THE 
Е STATUE WAS OF МЕ” BUT IT WAS ONLY PART ОҒ 
HE AGONY... 


YES, EVEN HERE YOU SERVED ROME, MARCUS HOSTUS! 
WHEN THE WORKMAN PLACED THE STATUE HERE, THEIR 


SPADES UNEARTHED A TREASURES JEWELS..\N А 
CASKET! А FORTUNE / AND ROME HAS WEED ОҒ 


TREASURE IN THESE TIMES... 


Тн REST, I HEARD NOT. IT WAS DROWNED BY THE 


ES, Ti 
CHEERS OF THE GATHERED MULTITUDE... Кее 








TEARS, CENTERION? WEEP, THEN! THERE 15 NO SHAME 
TN TEARS WHEN А MAN WEEDS FOR WARAN ай 


MY JEWELS... AND 
a IN Gi 





HEY BUILT МЕ А MONUMENT, AND PLACED IT 
I HAD BURIED MY TREASURE! THEY TOOK MY 


GAVE ME A COLD MARBLE 
RATITUDE. AND SO, SOMETIMES 1 THINK 


HOW BITTER 15 THE LAUGHTER OF THE GODS! 











Of all the churches and missions erected by 
the Spaniards in the southwest none is more 
famous than the Mission San Antonio de 
Valero, in San Antonio, Texas. It is the name 
of the that has come down in history, 
and it has ashrine of a very different 
kind, It is known as “the shrine of Texas lib- 
erty,” and is called the Alamo. 

During the first stages of the Texas revolt 
against Mexico, the city was captured by 
Texans who charged and won in the face of 
artillery fire. This victory raised the curtain on 
the Машов place ins Ыш Flushed with 
success, the army of Texas marched away, 
leaving only eighty of their comrades too ill 
to go with them under the command of 
Colonel Neill. 

The army marched far enough to be 
of no assistance when word them 


forming a huge 

first objective was to 

mander-in-chief of the Texas army, Sam 
Houston, sent a small force, headed by Jim 
Bowie, to help evacuate the Alamo. He 

it would be impossible to withstand the ex- 
pected Mexican attack. Unexpected help from 
а group of sixteen volunteers, led by the fa- 
ious lrontistsman) Davy, Crockett, came trom 
the east. 

The Governor ordered Lt. Col. William Bar- 
тей Travis to take a group of recruits to help 
with the planned withdrawal. Beccuse Travis 
was both stubborn and proud, a brilliant 
саса сао. RID ыш ше 

definite ideas about honor, and about his 
own ability. He resented the order, 
he didn't want to be connected with 2 
that suggested defeat or running away. } 
a E 
name 


Shortly after these men arrived, Colonel 
Neill received word that his whole family was 
sik. He коша do nothing about but go home 
and look out for them! Jim Bowie and 
ЕСКЕ: азса тал eee 
pneumonia. As next in rank, William 
was given command. The minute he took 
complete charge he declared that he would 
| never surrender nor would he retreat! He 
didn’t have long to wait to prove his deter- 
mination. 


The Mexican Army arrived, surrounded the 
Alamo, and began the seige. The Texan 
scouts were able to slip through the Mexican 
lines, and Travis hoped they would bring 


For twelve days the Texans fought off 
5,000 man army of Santa Аппа. For twelve 


safely. Although he remain, those who 
wanted to leave could do so. With his sword 





THERE 15 А SAYING THAT "STILL 

| WATERS RUN DEEP" OFTEN, BENEATH 

| SEEMINGLY UNEDUCATED EXTERIOR, 

"THERE IS A BASIC WISDOM AND 

INTENSE PATRIOTISM IN SIMPLE | ES = 

BACKWOODS FOLK, THIS STORY WILL >. „АМО STARTLED THE ELDERLY 1,210 SEE THE PISTOL AIMED AT 
RCUSTRATE THAT FACT, IT BEGAN SCOTTISH PEASANT, WHO TURNED N HEAD. т ДІР 
ON А NIGHT IN 1745, WHEN JOHN SURPRISE FROM HIS HEARTH... 

VENNER STEPPED THROUGH THE 0008 БД 27 REFUSE TO DO EXACTLY AS 
WAY OF BRIAN MACNICE'S UPLANDS YOU WILL MAKE WO I SAY, AND I WILL BE FORCED 
COTTAGE. = OUTCRY? YOU WILL TO FIRE’ 


\ REACH FOR WO 
WEAPON 


57 
YOU HAVE NOTHING/ Y-YER 50 YOU HAVE BRAIN 
HERE THAT IS PRE-( VO/CE.., gH ТО NOTICE z 
CIOUS TO ME! 





ONLY TEMPORARILY Т 2: THEN YOU KNOW THAT ! NUMBSKULL! MAY PERDITION 
2] CHARLIE IS TRYING TO OVERTAKE THE CHEEKY REBEL! 
Н “| RECOVER HIS GRAND- WISH MAY A THOUSAND MISFORTUNES 
YOU! DID YOU EVER HEAR FATHER'S THROWE! DESCEND UPON HIS SCHEMING HEAD... 
F PRINCE CHARLES? CHARLIE IS TRYING TO - 
GIVE SCOTLAND BACK 
TO THE SCOTS / 


ENOUGH NONSENSE f ANSWER THIS. 7 EXCELLENT! YOUR FORTUNATE B-BUT TIS 
DO YOU KNOW THE WAY ТО HAVE A... RELATIONSHIP HAS PROLONGED JOURNEY OF ANY 
STIRLING CASTLE? YOUR LIFE! РОТ ON YOUR MILESS Ir... X 
RAGGED COAT! YOU WILL CANNOT. LEAVE 
STIRLIN` TAKE WE TO STIRLING CASTLE, THE FARM. 
4 | AND, HEAVEN HELP YOU IF YOU BROTHER WON'T 
GET ME THERE SAFELY, 


FAIRLY PAID! 


т. MET YOUR BROTHER BEFORE L, ENTERED REF | AND UNLESS YOU FOLLOW My ORDERS TO THE 
THIS RUN- DOWN HOBBLE- "ж, “LETTER, YOU'LL JO/W НІМ” NOW MARCH... TO THE 
NOT DO Аз T B/D; ч WOODS JUST OUTSIDE ABERNETHY, FIRST! THERE'S 

SOMETHING IMPORTANT THERE THAT WE CANNOT LEAVE 





HALF AN HOUR LATER, IN THE WOODS OF ABERNETH 


THIS CART MUST GO TO STIRLING CASTLE 

WITH 051, WITHOUT /7» МҮ MISSION IS 

USELESS! INCIDENTALLY, YONDER BODY [ HAPPENED. 
ОМ THE DRIVER'S SEAT 15 THE REASON IM? 
Шыға WHY YOU'RE HERE! аға 4 


HE COLLECTED HIS JUST\ MOLASSES, J /2/077 THOSE 
REWARD! WHEN I LANDED | ЕН? WHAT J/ ARE KEGS OF 
SECRETLY AT THE PERTH) BE YE | POWDERS 
TWO DAYS AGO, DANIEL r DOIN! WI 
THERE МЕТ ME AT THE | MOLASSES? 
DOCK AND HELPED ME 


TO LOAD THIS 
CARGO! 


GUNPOWDER, 


ШЛУ] 


NOT AT ALL! THE \/ 


LOUT WAS BETRAYING 

МЕ. Т OVERHEARD HIM 

PROMISE TO DELIVER ME 

AND THE WAGON OVER ТО 

THEM TONIGHT! NEED- 

LESS ТО SAY THAT DID 
NOT HAPPEN! 


NO, YOU DUMBELL f 
HIS FRIENDS ARE 
STILL WAITING FOR HM | WHO DID 
АТ THE INN. THAT'S WHY À AWAY WI' 
T HAD ТО FIND A #£ AX HIM! 

GUIDE! 


THEN. 
TIS vou 


TO GOOD USE, BUT LAST 
NIGHT IN ABERNETHY, Т 
OVERHEARD DANIEL TALKING 

TO TWO SCOTCH SOLDIERS.../ Z 


AND THE GUNPOWDER? | MY JOB IS TO DELIVER IT TO SY B-BUT THAT 
TO WHAT "GOOD USE” A STIRLING CASTLE. THE KING BE ASSASS/- 
WILL IT BE PUT? HAS TWO AGENTS THERE. THEY 
= WILL PLACE THE GUNPOWDER 

ІМ THE CHAMBER BENEATH 

WHERE BONNIE PRINCE 

CHARLIE SLEEPS. A 

LIGHTED FUSE 

AND THE REBEL 
WILL BE NO 


МО, MY IGNORANT FRIEND! 
1Т 15 WAR! MY ENG LAND 
AGAINST YOUR SCOTLAND 1 
MY KING AGAINST YOUR 
BONNIE PRINCE CHARLIE! 
NOW GET BUSY AND BURY 
YOUR COUNTRY 
MAN WHO TRIED TO OUT, 
WIT MES 2 





А GAME OF UTA 
А САМЕ OF Kı 

FOR WHICH YOU SEEN 
POORLY EQUIPPED! 


'S,PICTS, BRITISH, 
SLES YOU, BLOCK- 
WAS THE FIR: 


ном 
GENT CONVERSATION? 


BUT, SINCE I REFUSE TO 
PERISH. ..FROM BOREDOM 
OR, ANYTHING ZZ S£, WE'LL 

ASS THE TIME AMUSINGLY 
BY PLAYING А GAME; 
м... 


WHAT COULD You МОР?” 
CAN YOU MAKE /#7£Z¿/- 


I'LL BE BORED ТО DEATHS 


L RIGHT! WE'LL 


YOU NAME THE FOUR 
TRIBAL KINGDOMS THAT 
FOUNDED SCOTLAND IN , 
THE ELEVENTH CENTURYS, 


UNDERSTAND? 


TO AVOID DETECTION, 
WE'LL TRAVEL ONLY 


BY NIGHT, AND SLEEP 
GOT TO GO 


YOU NOT TO RUN OFF? ALONG WI' HIM. 
I'VE GOT TO SAVE Б 
TH 


BONNIE PRINCI 
От 


BY DAY. САМ I TRUST 





TEN HOURS|LATER; AS NIGHT ONCE AGAIN SETTLED LET'S GET BACK MARY QUEEN OF J 

OVER SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS, THE TRAVELLERS WERE | TO OUR QUESTIONS/, SCOTS, DOLT! < 

ON THEIR WAY ONCE MORE... YOU DON'T KNOW. 
7 4 |4WYTHINE, DO YOU 

REMEMBER! IF = | KNOW YOU'RE 

WE'RE S7OPPED,SAY NOTHING OF š 

MY MISSION, OR ELSE... 


THE BONNIE, 
PRINCE BE! Д 


чу 7 
Two SHOTS RANG OUT. THE SCOTTISH GUARDS- n SHE WAS EXECUTED 
MEN DROPPED TO THE DUSTY ROAD... 


BY GOOD QUEEN BESS! ) 
= АН 

YE YE KILLED WARNED THEM? FOR WHAT? 

'ЕМУ YE GAVE THIS ISN'T A CONTEST IN 

NO WAANIN' POLITENESS! THIS IS 

we 


WAR! DRIVE ON! QUICKLY! 





(0/07? You! FINALLY THEY REACHED THE WELL BRIAN! THE 
ЖАО” „| RIVER FORTH, IN VIEW OF TRIP 15 OVER FOR 

NOTHING!) STIRLING CASTLE... YOu! YES, 

иш ALL OVERS 


м 
GOING ТО ASK You 


IF YOU CANNOT ANSWE! 
YOU 2/Ғ... FOR YOUR 
IGNORANCE ” 


ENCOURAGED 
SCOTLAND TO 
FIGHT ENGLAND? 


МҮ QUESTION, SIR...IS Y SW/M 2 OF COURSE ‘TIS QUESTION OF L/FE 
PEASANTS THIS:CAW YOU SWI CAN'T SWIM f WHAT AN! DEATH, SIR! YE SEE... 
SIR JOHN KIND OF A QUESTION Z PULLED THE STOP- 
VENNER IS AN THAT? 7 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF KNOWLEDGE! 


COME BACK, IDIOT, г CAN'T, Ү т BE KNOWIN THE 

SWIM А STROKE? I'LL DIES | ANSWER TO THAT 
ONE, SIR! AYE, I 
WOULD! I MUST.. 
FOR SCOTLAND! 4 








THE TASTE OF 


MAKE WAY” MAKE WAY! STAND ASIDE? WHAT IS THERE TO УЙ 
SEE, YOU CURIOUS FOOLS? HAVE YOU NEVER SEEN А DEAD 


» THE BORGIA FAMILY, ALTHOUGH TYRANNICAL АМО 
DEROUS THEMSELVES, LIVED IN CONSTANT FEAR TOO! 

А FEAR FOR THEIR LIVES! TAKE THE PERUGIAN WING OF 

THIS RUTHLESS FAMILY... 

15 THE LOUT JOA/W@? PERUGIA J AYE, THE BORGIAS THINK 

HAS NEVER SEEN SOMUCH 4 ASLITTLE ABOUT SNUFFING 

INCE TH 
VI OCE OK POWER! ол д WOULD OF STEPPING ONAN 


МАМ BEFORE? 


LITERATURE. 


EXAMPLE. ESPECIALLY WHEN IT САМЕ TO FOOD AND 


WHAT ARE YOU 64WK/N@ AT? YOU HOPED TO SEE ONE OF 
US IN THAT CART?! WELL ,870P HOPING. HOPING WON'T 
HELP YOU! WE ARE HERE ТО S7AY/ 





IF YOU MA/SPER 
AGAINST US, OUR 
SPIES WILL HEAR 
YOUR WHISPERS! 


IT IS LORENZO 
BORGIA! 


AND WHEN YOU TRY TO DESTROY US SECRETLY, INVISIBLY, | 
BY POISONING OUR FOOD...ONE OF YOU WILL DIE LIKE 


THAT ONE LYING IN THE CART! HE WAS OUR FOOD~ 
TASTER! SOMEONE PREPARED A PRETTY DISH FOR US 
TONIGHT... WITH ENOUGH А POISON INTHE SAUCE TO WIPE 


YOU ARE FOOLS TO TRY TO GET RID OF USf 

WE ARE THE STATES ALL POWER IS IN OUR 

HANDS! EVERY ATTEMPT TO ELIMINATE. 
US IS DOOMED TO РАД/С ЯЕ 


Ге vou TRY TO 4774СЖ US, OUR 
ARMY OF GUARDS WILL ‘DEFEND us! 


PLOT AGAINST US IN THE MARKET 
PLACE... CONSPIRE TO UPROOT US 
IN THE PUBLIC BUILDINGS... AND 
WE WILL ERASE THE PLOTTERS, 
WE HAVE THE POWER. $ 


BUT мно WAS WIPED OUT BY HIS FUMBLING ATTEMPT? 
ONE OF YOU! YOU ARE THE SUFFERERS! NOT А ӨТЕ ТОКЕ" 

OUR LIPS хот Дд ERAGE DO №! 

UNTIL OUI STER, DIT waste He 

U E n S THe GUINEA PIES THe TASTER SUFFERS, 

WOT WE? AND WHEN HE IS GONE, WE FIND AMOTHER! 


CARLO VECHIO, THE SILVERSMITH AND А LOVER OF FREE- 
DOM SHOOK HIS HEAD AS THE CART RUMBLED OFF AND 
THE DOOR TO THE BORGIA HOUSE SLAMMED SHUT AND 
THE CROWD MUTTERED АМА 








AND YET, NOT А АУ GOES 


FOR THEIR LIVES....NOR 
DAY, HARDLY, THAT SOMEONE 
DOES NOT PLOT AGAINST 


As CARLO, THE SULVERSMITH, MUSED, ANOTHER SAD- 
FACED PERUGIAN APPROACH 


А FROWN MARS Y THE SAME FROWN THAT MARS YOURS, 
YOUR FACE, / GIOVANNI... THE SAME FROWN ТН; 

CARLO, MY Sine TNE FACE OF EVERY FREEDOM- 
LOVING MAN IN OUR CITY! THE FROWN 
OF HELPLESSNESS WILE W/CKEONESS 

FLOURISHES: 


IT WILL COME, CARLO,MY FRIEND! SOONER | І PRAY IT 
OR LATER, THE END WILL СОМЕ? IT ISTHE (WILL BE AS 
BORGIAS AGAINST THE ean OF AE 


WHERE OWE ATTEMPT TO DO AWAY 


YOU 847, 
GIOVANNI 4 
ТВДА PAILS. ANOTHER WILL SUCCEEDS, 


HOW CAN OUR PEOPLE BE @LAWED. FOR 


THEY DIP THEIR GREEDY FINGERS INTO 
(0 TREASURY, THEY ERADI- 


BE PATIENT, CARLO. IT IS WRITTEN, ) THAT END 
“THE WAGES OF SIN ARE DEATH.” THE / CANNOT COME 
BORGIAS WILL HAVE THEIR SOON Eh 
PUNISHMENT ІМ THE END! 3 FOR ДЕ, 
GIOVANNI! 


Ap so, PERUGIA WRITHED wee THE YOKE OF BORGIA 


RULE, AND TIME CREPT BY. TI FREEDON 


‘CAUSE OF 
WAITED, CALCULATIN( 
ЖАПЕ ЧЕ USE STRUCK. AND WERE REPEL 


SEIZE THEM! А SACK OF GOLD TO THE GUARD 
МНО FLINGS THEM AT MY FEET. THE VARLETS TRIED 
TO TRANSFIX US WITH ARROWS? 





MANY REBELLIONS DIED ABORNING ...THANKS TO THE 
VICIOUS BORGIA SPY-SYSTEM... 


7 


Ap, ABOVE ALL, THE BORGIAS REMAINED AS WELL 
GUARDED IN THEIR OWN HOME AS IN THE STREETS OF 
PERUGIA... 





REMOVE HIM, AND FIND 
US ANOTHER FOOD— 
TASTER! 


.HE'S BEEN PO/SONED, 
IR? THE WINE... 


Ap. so, THE FOLLOWING DAY, AT 
THE SHOP OF CARLO,THE SILVER 
SMITH... 


OF COURSE, MY FRIEND. 
SOMEONE WILL TRY 


TO GET THEM... AND 
REACH WE /WSTEADS 


THOSE WHO WERE NOT WITH THE BORGIAS WERE СОМ- 


SIDERED AGAINST THEM... 
[вот YOU HAVE NO Y” WE WEED NO EVIDENCES YOU 


IN FACT, LET US GIVE THIS 
MATTER A TOUCH OF /ROWYS 
LET US MAKE THE CANDIDATE 
FOR FUTURE ATTEMPTS SUCH 


AS THIS... ONE OF OU 
SUSPECTED ENEMIES’ 


A STROKE OF GEW/US, 
~ WITH ONE 


THEY WOULD NOT DARE 
TO TRY AGAIN 


THAT 15 /M POSSIBLE, CARLO’ 
THERE ARE TWO GUARDS AT / MUST 


АТ THE FRON` 

FOR ME! I AM AFRAID Т 

WILL NOT £L/VE ТО SEE 

THE END WE SPOKE 
ABOUT... 





THERE /$...МҮ FRIEND. | GIOVANNI 7 WO! YOU MUST Y т WILL F/O.) ALL THAT DAY, CARLO PACED THE 
TONLY HOPE YOU, |1 WILLPASS |( МОТ say АМУ-, / AWAY,GIOVANNI!) FLOOR OF HIS SHOP, RACKING HIS 
Fino Tr... INTIMEL / THE моно” |, THING, CARLO! 4 I MUST FIND BRAIN... PLANNING... DISCARDING, 
THEY WILL USE FOU ( 1 WILL TELL |/ WE MUST KEEP \ AWAY! 577) RE-PLANNING. AND THEN,ATHOUGHT 
ЖЕХТ/ THEN, SOME ) THE OTHERS || OM 7#Y/W@, STRUCK HIM. HE RUSHED ТО HIS 
OTHER SUSPECTED TO MAKE NO |\ UNTIL WE REMOVE FELLOW- LOVER-OF-FREEDOM,PIETRO, 
ر‎ THIS SCOURGE THE АРОТНЕСАНҮ. 
AT POISONING | [ FROM THE EARTHS > 
ee RMB Rn) MBER 
U WILL BE... H т 
а h IS THE 4000- / BUT SOMEONE 
TASTER! YOU ELBE WILL SAND 
WOULD NOT (1 WANT TO BE ЖАРУ?) 


Ap 50, THREE WEEKS LATER, WHEN LORENZO BORGIA YOU SOUND AS IF Т DID! ONE MUST 
CAME WITH HIS GUARDS TO CARLO'S SHOP AS EXPECTED, YOU EXPECTED TO MEET ONE'S FATE 
CARLO WAS READY... BE APPOINTED! PHILOSOPHICALLY f 


HALL WE GO? 
I BEAR YOU... 540 7/0/W@S, SIGNOR THERE WILL BE СЕЕ 
VECHIOf А FR/EWD OF YOURS PASSED | OTHER LEADERS. 
AWAY LAST NIGHT... UNEXPECTEDLY ” IT 15 LIKE DIGGING 
IT SEEMS THAT OUR ENEMIES REFUSE (\ A HOLE IN THE 
то G/VE UP THEIR INSANE SCHEMES DESERT, THE 
TO DO AWAY WITH US... EVEN IF IT SAND QUICKLY 
COSTS THEM A LEADER. ë FILLS INF SO I 
А АМ ТО BE THE МЕР 
FOOD- TASTER! 


| 


AND so, CARLO УЕСН!О, THE SILVERSMITH, BECAME THE WEEKS PASSED. AT EVERY MEAL, THE BORGIAS 
THE NEW FOOD-TASTER FOR THE BORGIAS... CALLED UPON CARLO ТО 00 HIS JOB... 


WELL? HOW DELICIOUS. ONE CAN NEVER SAY, THE WINE 15 PERHAPS YOU WILL ВЕ LUCKIER 
WAS THE THE BORGIAS DO NOT DINE WELL 7 БООР nA. / THAN THE OTHERS, CARLO! PERHAPS 
BE ФА: YOUR PRESENCE AS OUR FOOD-TASTER 
WILL O/SCOURAGE OTHERS FROM 
PLAYING TRICKS WITH OUR FOOD! 





т DOUBT IT#YOUR_\ FOR YOUR CARLO WATCHED AS THE BORGIAS QUIETLY, HIS JOB DONE, CARLO 
ENEMIES WOULD NOT )SAKE,I HOPE | POURED THE WINE AND DRANK VECHIO LEFT THE BORGIA PALAZZO. 
GIVE UP IN THEIR (YOUR FRIENDS | HEAVILY, THEN, HE TURNED. NOR DID THE GUARDS STOP HIM. 
EFFORTS TO ABOLISH | ARE МОТ SO <> М 

YOU, WERE ТНЕВЕА / STUBBORN JUST MAKE SURE YOU 

HUNDRED CARLOS т DRINK TO ARE HERE 7OMORROW 

STANDING IN YOUR CONTIN MORNING... 

THEIR WAY! ра 


Уу 


QUIETLY, НЕ WALKED THROUGH THE STREETS. ANDTHE CARLO SAT DOWN WEARILY. AND THE SONG OF FREE” 
CAUSE OF FREEDOM SANGIN HIS HEART AND THROBBED ООМ WITHIN НІМ WAS LOUD AND STRONG AND PAINFUL. 
AS THE SONG OF FREEDOM ALWAYS 15... 


IN HIS BLOOD... 
CARLO COME | I... T HAVE HAD MY WINE! Т. COME WHEN OUR GOOD FRIEND, GIOVANNI, WAS TAKEN AS 
INF HAVE А ONLY TO BRING YOU A MESSAGE THE BORGIA'S FOOD-TASTER, 1...1 KNEW THAT IN 
GLASS OF WINE / OF HOPES YOU HAVE NOTHING THE FULLNESS OF TIME,THEY WOULD SOON COME 

WITH US. MORE TO FEAR FROM THE BORGIAS! FOR WEF AND SO... I DECIDED ...TO PREPARE 
MYSELF...FOR THE JOB. I BEGAN TO DOSE MYSELF 
WITH 267608. BY DEGREES..A TINY AMOUNT 





THEN GRADUALLY /WGREAS/WE Ано CARLO LAY DOWN HIS „WHILE, IN THE PALAZZO OF THE 
EACH DOSE... UNTIL І BECAME HEAD AND SMILED...AND THE BORGIAS, ALL WAS SILENT AND STILL... 
TMM UNE ? FINALLY... 1 COULD TAKE | SONG OF FREEDOM ECHOED ALL 
А LARGE DOSE OF POISON AND NOT AROUND... 
ВЕ AFFECTED BY IT. TONIGHT, THE 
ENEMIES OF THE BORGIAS..REAGHED 
THEM AT LAST £ THERE WAS... á 
ENOUGH... PO/SOW...1N THE WINE 
THEY DRANK TONIGHT...7O W/PE 
OUT THEIR WHOLE CLANS 





UNDER THE WATCHFUL EYE OF THE MASTER-AT-ARMS 
OF THE MANOR, THE YOUTHFUL CANDIDATES RECEIVED 
N AND RIGOROUS TRAINING СА THE 


THAT MARTIN DISPLAYED SUPER! Тт FOR NOT A 
SINGLE YOUNG NOBLEMAN WAS HIS EQUAL WITH THE 
LANCE, THE SWORD ,OR THE QUARTER-STAVE. . . 


FATHER DID NOT 

WITNESS THE WAY 

YOU HANDLED HIS 
ЗОМ? 


SUDDENLY, А DEEP, HEARTY VOICE ECHOED ACROSS 
IRT YARD, JOHN, THE STRONG, BAI 
wisi LORD OF THE MANOR, STRODE TOWARD THE 


J YOUR LORDSHIP! 
HOUND, THE COMMON ERS F-FORGIVE THE 
WIELDS A F/NE STAVE! MPERTINENCE... 





HOLD YOUR TONGUE, 
CUTHBERT! YOU ARE 

MORE AN OLD WOMAN 
THAN А MASTER-AT— 

ARMS! YOU...LAD! 


ТАМ MARTIN, 
SIRE... SON OF 
@AUNT, THE 
POTTER...A 
FREEDMAN... АМ) 
ARCHER IN THE 
BARON'S OWN 
YEOMANRY... 


WHAT DO YOU CALL 
YOURSELF? WHO IS 
YOUR FATHER: 


THEN, THE BARON PLACED HIS HAND UPON MARTIN'S SHOULDER AND 


AH, YES/GAUNT! І 
WOW THE MAN! HOW | LANCE... AND 
ELSE CAN YOU FIGHT, 
LAD? WITH WHAT 
WEAPONS: 


THE YOUTH'S HEART POUNDED MADLY...FOR THE NEXT WORDS OF 
JOHN, THE STRONG, FORMED A MAGIC SENTENCE THAT FELL ON HIS 


EARS LIKE THE SWEETEST OF LUTE MUSIC... 


ІМ A FORTNIGHT, І LEAVE FOR THE CRUSADES? 1 
HAVE BEEN SEEKING А SQU/RE. I THINK I HAVE 
FOUND HIM. MARTIN, WOULD YOU CONSIDER 

THE POST? 


‘TIS A GREAT MOMENT FOR YOU,LAD! IN THE FIELD, 
REMEMBER TO OBEY ORDERS, KEEP YOUR WEAPONS 
CLEAN, AND BE BRAVE. THERE IS NAUGHT TO FEAR, 
FOR DEATH COMES TO EVERY MAN! AND REMEMBER, 
MY SON...EVEN A COMMONER CAN BECOME А 
ANIGHF IF HE COMMITS AN ACT OF BRAVERY. 

IN BATTLES 


I...1...0H, 
БІН! 1 WOULD. 

ВЕ PROUD... AND 

HAPPY ТО ВЕ 
YOUR SQUIRE! 


OH, FATHER! 
THAT WOULD BE 
THE GREATEST 
REWARD? НОМ 
I EARN ТО 
BE A KNIGHT... 


‘SWORD..MACE... 


ВАТТІЕ-АХЕ! 
I CAN PULL 
THE LONG 
BOW, TOO... 


CUTHBERT! 


AYE, SIRE! THIRTY YEARS) 
DOES THIS 


І HAVE BEEN А MASTER: 
AT-ARMS, BUT NEVER 
THE TRUTH?) HAVE І SEEN THE 
У LIKES OF А7477 BEGGING 
YOUR PARDON, SIR, НЕ 

15 EVEN BETTER THAN 
YOU WERE AS A LAD! 


THEN GET YOU TO YOUR FATHER'S HOUSE. TELL 
HIM THE TIDINGS AND BID HIM GOODBYE...FOR 
YOU WILL COME TO LIVE WITH THE OTHER 
SQUIRES AND MEN-AT-ARMS IN THE GREAT 
HALL UNTIL WE LEAVE 

BE OFF, NOW... 


NOW I MUST 6076000- YI AWOW,MARTIN! 
BYE, FATHER! GOOD- BYE, | yey. DESPITE МҮ 
MOTHER. PLEASE DO NOT | PRIDE, т FEEL A 
WEEP! BE GLAD YOUR Í “Great S40WESS 
SON HAS BEEN SIGNALLY т 
HONORED BY SIR JOHN...) AY LOSING YOU. MY 
AND FARE 


YE WELL... 





THUS, MARTIN LEFT HIS FATHER'S HOUSE AND WENT ТО SOUTH, ACROSS EUROPE, THE CRUSADERS PUSHED ONWARD. 
LIVE IN THE GREAT HALL OF OLDWIRTH. AT THE ‘OVER MOUNTAINS IN THE FACE OF BLINDING, NUMBING BLIZ- 
CASTLE HE WAS EQUIPPED FOR THE GREAT ADVENTURE = ZARDS... THROUGH HEAVING SEAS IN FRAIL GALLEYS... AND 
THAT LAY AHEAD. THEN, A FORTNIGHT LATER,SIR ON LONG, GRUELLING MARCHES THROUGH TRACKLESS 


JOHN LED HIS PARTY OF MEN-AT—ARMS OUT OF HIS DESERT WASTES UNDER A PUNISHING BLAZING SUN 
KEEP AND ACROSS THE DEEP MOAT. AND, AT HIS SIDE, 
RODE YOUNG MARTIN, THE POTTER'S SON... 





== resi 


FINALLY, AFTER MANY MONTHS OF HARDSHIPS, SIR JOHNS DETACHMENT JOINED 
THE CRUSADERS BESIEGING THE SARACEN STRONGHOLD OF ACRE. AND IN THE 
EVENING DUSK, MARTIN TURNED HIS FACE TOWARD THE WALLED ENEMY CITY, X HAVE WEWS,LAD! 
HIS MIND FILLED WITH BUT ONE COMPELLING THOUGHT. НІЗ FATHER'S WORDS. | TOMORROW, THIS THIRST 


EVEN A COMMONER CAN BECOME A < BATTLE” wE ARE 
ANIGHT ІЕ HE COMMITS АМ ACT OF BRAVERY ATTACKING 7 YOU WILL 
IN BATTLES т...т MUST SHOW SIR JOHN You! STAY CLOSE BESIDE 
I АМ WORTHY! I М087/ os ME... AND BE МОТ TO ALL MEN! 
AFRAIDE I WILL BE AT, 
YOUR SIDE, 
SIRE 






















THAT'S THE SPIRIT,LADf SHARPEN OUR 
WEAPONS AND THEN TURN IN FOR A GOOD 
SLEEP! THERE WILL BE HARD WORK 
AHEAD TOMORROW WHEN WE USE 

OUR MAIDEN SWORDS... 





JUBULATION SURGED IN MARTIN'S HEART. THIS WAS 
une HE'D BEEN WAITING TO HEAR, THE HOUR OF HIS 
GREATEST TRIAL WAS APPROACHING. AND HE AWAITED IT 

EAGERLY...FOR IT COULD MEAN THE CULMINATION OF А LIFE- 












TOMORROW! IF OUR лн 

WINS, ACRE/S OURS! 

THEIRS 15 THUMPING WE 

WILL B/THORAW.S Т) HAS 
BEEN AGREED / 


YOU FOUGHT V THANK YOU, SIRE... BUT WHAT IS THE 
WELL,LAD! | 60009 WE FAILED. HOW MANY OF OUR 


GEONS? HOW MANY LIE DEAD AT THE BASE 


WITH ALL MY 
HEART, БІНЕ” WOULD 
THAT Z WERE ОҒ 
NOBLE BLOOD, SO 
THAT Т MIGHT HAVE 
THE PRIVILEGE OF 
KNIGHTHOOD AND 
COULD CARRY THE 
BANNER OF OUR 
CAUSE? GOD'S BLES- 
SINGS ON YOU, SIRE! 





OF THE CITY'S MALLS? 


ВЕ NOT ASI 
HERITAGE, LAD! GAUNT, THE 


POTTER, 15 A 6000 MAW 
AND A GALLANT SOLDIER! THOUGHTS, 


THINGS 1 MUST oo THIS 
NIGHT, FOR IT MAY BE 
MY 24577 


THAT NIGHT MARTIN COULD NOT SLEEP, THE HOURS 
CRAWLED BY, AT LAST, IT WAS NOON, THE SUN SAT 
HIGH OVERHEAD. SIR JOHN, AT THE HEAD OF А DETACH- 
MENT OF KNIGHTS. . . WITH MARTIN AT HIS SIDE. 
STOOD N HIS STIRRUPS AND GAVE THE COMMAND. 


A SINGLE TRUMPET NOTE SOUNDED SHRILLY IN THE 
STILL AIR, THIS WAS THE MOMENT. , . THE SIGNAL FOR 
THE COMBAT TO BEGIN. AND AS YOUNG MARTINHANDED 
SIR JOHN HIS BATTLE AXE,HE SHIVERED WITH ЕХСІТЕ- 
MENT OF THE OCCASION. TWO MEN WOULD FIGHT. 
AND THE FATE OF A CITY HUNG IN THE BALANCE! IT 
WAS A MOMENT WORTHY OF А KNIGHT, 


Ав THE TWO CHAMPIONS FACED EACH 


OTHER, SALADIN,THE SARACEN CHIEF- 
TAIN, TURNED TO THE BOWMAN АТ HIS 


YES! IF OUR CHAMPION 
APPEARS ТО BE 209/М8, 

І AM TO SEND AN ARROW 
INTO THE HEART OF THE 
UNBEL/EVER WHEN НЕ 
FALLS, OUR MEN WILL 
SWOOP DOWN АМ DESTROY, 

THE INFIDELS! 


EXACTLY! WE 
MUST NOT LOSES 
THIS WAY,WE WILL 
BE SURE? KEEP A 
SHARP EYE, NOW! 
THEY BEGIN... 


А HUSH FELL OVER THE GATHERED MULTITUDE. SIR JOHN AND THE SARACEN FACED EACH OTHER ACROSS THE FIELD, 
THEN, THEY SPURRED THEIR MOUNTS SHARPLY AND RACED TOWARD EACH OTHER; THEIR WEAPONS КАБЕР... 





STEEL RESOUNDED AGAINST STEEL, MACE PARRIED BATTLE-AXE, AND SHIELD CLASHED AGAINST SHIELD АЗ EACH MAN 


ATTEMPTED TO UNSEAT THE OTHER. 


THE GRIM DUEL CONTINUED. THE CONTEST; ІМ THE 
BEGINNING, WAS A STALEMATE, FOR EACH MAN WAS 
SUPERBLY TRAINED. IT BECAME A QUESTION OF 
ENDURANCE, BUT SOON, SIR JOHN'S STRENGTH BEGAN 
ТО SWING THE TIDE IN FAVOR OF THE CRUSADERS. THE 
ЗАНАСЕМ 5 BLOWS GREW FEEBLER UNTIL HE WA: 
дда THE DEFENSIVE, STRUGGLING ТО MAINTAIN 


THAT SARACEN SOWMAWS WO! HE Joe 
[DRAWS UPON S/F ЈОНА. ! 2 


THE NOON AIR ECHOED Wi 


THE DIN OF POWERFUL LETHAL ВІО! 


Warchins НЕ REE CLOSELY, SALADIN ЕД THAT HS 
CHAI елы DOOMED TO DEFEAT, FOR НЕ КМЕ! Т NO 
MANO EARTH. Тен Lone НОЕ THE POWERFUL В BLOWS 
OF THE KNIGHT. Е. HISFACE HARDENED AND НЕ 
TURNED WITH TREACHEROUS EXES TO THE BOWMAN BESIDE HM... 


AS YOU WILL, 
NOBLE SALADIN 


HE LOSES! NOW, 
GHANDAH! 97007 
TRUE! 


WITHOUT А MOMENTS HESITATION, THE YOUTH SPURRED 
HIS SWIFT STEED... RACING ACROSS THE FIELD, .. INTO THE 
ARROW'S PATH, . . 





AT THE EXACT MOMENT THAT MARTIN SLIPPED FROM OUTRAGED CRUSADERS, SE 
HIS HORSE WITH THE TREACHEROUS ARROW IMBEDDED DNS A SURGED. 

IN HIS CHAINMAIL, SIR JOHN DELIVERED THE FINAL /ARDLY' SARACEN | 
BLOW, SMOTING THE SARACEN CHAMPION DOWN... 


\ 
ЕЗ 


nea 


THE DISHEARTENED LEADERLESS SARACENS WERE Sir JOHN TURNED TO A 
QUICKLY OVERWHELMED AND, АТ SIR JOHN'S COMMAND, FELLOW KNIGHT. 
THE CRUSADERS ENDED THE BATTLE, GIVING QUARTER q 7 
TO THOSE WHO'D ESCAPED THE FATE OF THEIR FELLOWS. THE. DARKNESS, a 
г = > < ' SIR... 
HOLD / ENOUGHS GIVE THEM Г 
QUARTER! THE CITY 18 OURS! / 
THE BATTLE 18 OVER! 





MARTIN ...SON OF GAUNT, THE 
POTTER, A FREEDMAN AND 


BUT...YOU WAVE BEEN BRAVE, MARTIN! VERY BRAVE! YOU | | ARROM..DEFENDER OF THE 
HAVE DISPLAYED COURAGE AND DEVOTION AND SKILL KING GOD'S BLESSINGS ОМ 
AT ARMS! YOU BELONG ІМ THE BROTHERHOOD OF YOU, SIR MARTIN 
KNIGHTS! ІТ IS MY HONOR TO ACCEPT YOU...IN THE 

МАМЕ OF OUR А/Ж. 





